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SUBJECT: AUGMENTING THE GANGES WATERS 

1 . ACCORDING TO TWO RECENT PRESS REPORTS, INDIA HAS 
FORMALLY TURNED DOWN BANGLADESH'S REQUEST THAT NEPAL 
BE INCLUDED IN THE TALKS ON AUMENTING THE FLOW OF 

THE GANGES. BOTH THE INDIAN EXPRESS AND PIT REPORT 
THAT THE BDG PROPOSED IN A NOTE JULY 31 THAT EITHER 
THE INDO-BANGLADESH JOINT RIVERS COMMISSION 
BE EXPANDED TO INCLUDE NEPAL OR A NEW COMMISSION 
BE SET UP. INDIA'S RESPONSE IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN 
SENT LAST WEEK. BURDEN OF THE GOI RESPONSE REPORTEDLY 
WAS THE FAMILIAR ONE THAT QUESTION OF AUGMENTING THE 
GANGES IS A BILATERAL ISSUE, THAT THE INTERIM 
FARAKKA AGREEMENT CALLED FOR SIMULTANEOUS INVESTIGA- 
TION OF BOTH THE INDIAN AND THE BANGLADESHI PROPOSALS, 
AND THAT INDIA WOULD CONSIDER CONSULTING NEPAL ONLY 
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AT A LATER DATE SHOULD THE NEED ARISE. 

2. THE NEWS REPORTS REHEARSE THE KNOWN POSITIONS 
OF BOTH SIDES. BANGLADESH'S PROPOSAL OF UPSTREAM 
STORAGE RESERVOIRS IN INDIA AND NEPAL AND A 19-MILE 
WATERWAY FROM NEAPL THROUGH INDIA TO BANGLADESH ARE 
GIVEN BRIEF MENTION. GREATER ATTENTION AND JUSTIFICA- 
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TION ARE GIVEN TO INDIA'S PROPOSAL OF A GANGES- 
BRAHMAPUTRA LINK CANAL WITH THREE STORAGE DAMS AND 
A BARRAGE TO BE CONSTRUCTED IN EASTERN INDIA. 

ACCORDINTHE EXPRESS, THE INDIAN PROPOSAL WOULD 
PROVIDE 4.8 MILLION HECTARES OF IRRIGATED LAND IN 
INDIA AND OVER NINE MILLION ACRES IN BANGLADESH AND 
WOULD REDUCE FLOOD LEVELS FROM THE BRAHMAPUTRA BY 
ABOUT THREE TO FOUR FEET. IT ALSO WOULD REPORTEDLY 
PROVIDE NEARLY 10 MILLION KW OF POWER GENERATION IN 
BOTH COUNTRIES. THE EXPRESS NOTES THAT THE BDG OBJECTS 
TO THE LINK CANAL ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT WOULD REQUIRE 
330.000 ACRES OF LAND AND DISPLACE 300,000 PEOPLE. 

THE INDIAN ARGUMENT COUNTERS THAT THE CNAL WILL 
TAKE ONLY 20,000 ACRES AND DISPLACE 60,000 
BANGLADESHIS. THE INDIANS FURTHER ARGUE THAT ONLY 
70 MILES OF THE 200-MILE LONG PROPOSED CANAL WOULD BE 
IN BANGLADESH TERRITORY AND THUS THE DISRUPTION WOULD 
BE EVEN MORE EXTENSIVE ON THE INDIAN SIDE. 

3. THE EXPRESS ARTICLE NOTES THAT IN VIEW OF 

RECENT WIDESPREAD FLOODS IN INDIA AND BANGLADESH, THE 
GOI HIGHLIGHTED THE FLOOD CONTROL ASPECTS OF ITS PROPOSAL. 
G.K. REDDY OF THE HINDU (SEPTEMBER 8) ALSO WRITES OF 
THE NEED FOR A SUSTAINED NATIONAL PLAN WITH INTERNATIONAL 
ASSISTANCE TO CONTROL THE RIVERS OF THE INDO-GANGETIC 
BASIN. REDDY NOTES THAT ALTHOUGH INTERNATIONAL 
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AGENCIES LIKE THE WORLD BANK WOULD BE READY TO FINANCE 
A RIVER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, THERE ARE MANY POLITICAL 
COMPLICATIONS IN SEEKING SUCH ASSISTANCE BECAUSE THE 
BIG WESTERN POWERS WOULD LIKE TO INVOLVE BANGLADESH 
AND NEPAL IN SUCH SCHEMES. THEREFORE, REDDY SAYS, 

"THE REAL CHALLANGE IS WHETHER INDIA CAN OBTAIN 
ENOUGH INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR 

TAMING THESE RIVER SYSTEMS, WITHOUT INTERNATIONALIZING 
THE PROBLEM AT THE BEHEST OF THE BIG POWERS THAT 
ARE BOUND TO EXERT ALL POSSIBLE PRESSURES TO ENHANCE 
THER OWN LEVERAGE IN THE SUBCONTINENT." 

4. COMMENT: THESE RECENT ARTICLES ALL REFLECT INDIA'S 
STRICT ADHERENCE TO NATIONAL OR "BILATERAL" DEVELOPMENT 
AND CONTROL OF SUBCONTINENTAL RIVERS AND CONTINUED 
CRIT OF PERCEIVED EFFORTS OF BANGLADESH AND 

OTHERS TO "INTERNATIOALIZE" THE PROBLEM. 

GOHEF.N 
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